THE subject of Goethe's influence in England, generally and in
relation to individual authors, has been studied by scholars in
England, France, Germany and America and the results of their
researches recorded in numerous books and articles. Vast as has
been the amount of spadework, however, it cannot be said that
the discoveries have been anything but meagre. In spite of the
powerful advocacy of Carlyle and the voices that were raised in
later years, Goethe has had an insignificant part in the shaping of
English culture. Little would be gained by an attempt to present
a picture of the gradual penetration of a knowledge of his life and
works in this country, for even to-day he is known and appreci-
ated by comparatively few. There can be no question of a satisfy-
ing story, full and well-rounded, revealing an influence growing
wider and deeper as the nineteenth century progressed. There was
never a full stream of Goethe-knowledge, and the occasional out-
bursts of interest degenerated to mere trickles, rarely attempting
to widen out but in general tending to be sucked into the sands of
indifference.
It is not the purpose of this article to itemize the successive trans-
lations into English of Goethe's works or to trace every individual
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